Is the AIDS epidemic ending?
In summary, current projections appear to underestimate the magnitude and course of the HIV epidemic because they are based on the end result of the infection rather than new infections. This concern is true at the local and the national level. Accurate planning requires that the level of and changes in the prevalence of HIV seropositivity in a random sample of the state and/or national population be determined at periodic intervals. Coupling these data to an assessment of the prevalence of affected individuals at various stages of HIV infection and the rate of progression from one stage to the next is critical to projections of the future magnitude and timing of expenditures for the various health care services.